Name:

Earthquake - China 2008 - Sichuan province

Magnitude:

The earthquake had a magnitude of 8.0 M and 7.9 Mw The epicenter was in Wenchuan County, Ngawa Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, 80 km west/northwest of the provincial capital city of Chengdu, with its main tremor occurring at 14:28:01.42 (local time) on Monday May 12, 2008 lasting for around 3 minutes.

Date of past earthquakes and their magnitude:

Timeline of earthquakes in Sichuan:

·     1st Garzê earthquake 7.8, 1 June 1786, Kangding County Dardo and Luding County

·     2nd Garzê earthquake, 7.0, 10 June 1786, Luding County in the Garzê Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture

 Luhuo Earthquake 7.5, 1816, Luhuo County  in the Garzê Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture

·     Xichang earthquake 7.5, 1850, Xichang in the Liangshan Yi Autonomous Region

·     Diexi earthquake 7.5, 1933, Diexi, Mao County

·     Dardo Zheduo earthquake 7.5, 1955, Kangding County Dardo and Zheduo Dyke

·     Kangding earthquake, 7.5, 1955, Kangding County Dardo

·     Luhuo earthquake, 7.9, 1973, Luhuo County

·     Songpan-Pingwu earthquake 7.2, 1976, Songpan County  and Pingwu County

·     Sichuan earthquake 8.0, 12 May 2008 Wenchuan County Longmenshan Fault

Location and cause:

The earthquake occurred 92 km northwest of the city of Chengdu in eastern Sichuan province and over 1500 km from Beijing, where it was also strongly felt. Earthquakes of this size have the potential to cause extensive damage and loss of life. The epicenter was in the mountains of the Eastern Margin of Qing-Tibet Plateau at the northwest margin of the Sichuan Basin. The earthquake occurred as a result of motion on a northeast striking thrust fault that runs along the margin of the basin. The seismicity of central and eastern Asia is caused by the northward movement of the India plate at a rate of 5 cm/year and its collision with Eurasia, resulting in the uplift of the Himalaya and Tibetan plateaux and associated earthquake activity. This deformation also results in the extrusion of crustal material from the high Tibetan Plateaux in the west towards the Sichuan Basin and southeastern China. China frequently suffers large and deadly earthquakes.

Effects on landscape and relief of land:

    *

      the quake caused 69,181 known deaths including 68,636 in Sichuan province;

    *

      18,498 people are listed as missing,

    *

      374,171 injured, 

    *

      Atleast 5 million people were left without housing, although the number could be as high as 11 million.

    *

      Millions of livestock and a significant amount of agriculture were also destroyed, including 12.5 million animals.

Country profile:

China is a NIC, and has a GDP of $7.8 trillion which is the second highest in the world It has a communist government and the population of both mainland china and the republic of china exceeds 1320 million. even though the economy is increasing rapidly there is a growing gap between rich and poor, especially in the rural regions where millions are stuggling to feed them selves

Cost to country of earthquake:

Catastrophe modeling firm AIR Worldwide reported official estimates of insurers' losses at US$1 billion from the earthquake; estimated total damages exceed US$20 billion. It values Chengdu, Sichuan Province’s capital city of 4.5 million people, at around US$115 billion, with only a small portion covered by insurance.

On 21st November 2008, Wei Hong the executive vice governor stated that 200,000 homes had been rebuilt, and 685,000 were under reconstruction, but 1.94 million households were still without permanent shelter. 1,300 schools had been reconstructed, with initial relocation of 25 townships, including Beichuan and Wenchuan, two of the most devastated areas. The government spent $441 billion dollars on relief and reconstruction efforts.
Other impacts?

Responses?
