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In 2007 South Africa suffered power cuts due to maintenance problems and the shutdown of part of the country’s only nuclear power plant:


“Power cuts rippled across South Africa blacking out parts of major cities…Calls for residents to decrease power usage have been broadcast on radio…Impala Platinum Holdings, the world’s second biggest producer, said power cuts would lead it to lose at least a half day of output…South Africa is one of many countries on the continent suffering from power deficits that business leaders say could keep foreign investors away” Mail & Guardian online, January 2008.








“Without energy there is no economy” John Holdren, National Science Advisor, USA








In the Middle East in 2007 and 2008 Israel was trying to put pressure on Gaza to stop rocket attacks over the border into Israeli territory. Fuel supplies were cut:


“At least 800,000 people are now in darkness. The catastrophe will affect hospitals, medical clinics, water wells, houses, factors, all aspects of life…The hospitals are operating on generator power…face a choice between cutting electricity in the maternity ward or heart surgery patients or stopping operating theatres.” BBC, January 2008











Energy Insecurity in the News





In January 2009 European gas supplies from Russia were cut or sharply reduced during a dispute over price: “Russia stopped supplying gas to Ukraine on New Year’s Day in a row about unpaid bills. The row comes amid a cold snap across Europe likely to push up demand for gas… Slovakia says it will declare a state of emergency over the drop in gas supplies” BBC, January 2009











August 2003, two serious power cuts in London and North America: “Stations and trains were evacuated as commuters using the Tube were plunged into darkness and some were stuck underground as the power went off.” BBC, August 2003.


“The lights went out across New York yesterday. The three airports...closed grounding hundreds of planes. Emergency crews went from one subway station to another, freeing passengers stuck on trains, more focused on skyscrapers, rescuing workers stuck in lifts. Ten nuclear power plants went off line, for safety reasons. Officials said it was a consequence of an overloaded power grid.“ The Guardian August 2003








In 1973 an overtime ban by the National Union of Mineworkers led Prime Minister Edward Heath to declare a state of emergency and a 3 day week, to preserve fuel supplies. Britain was reliant on coal for more than 40% of electricity production at the time:


“Candles at night, cold dinners, and power cuts” 1972 Essex resident


“Being a hairdresser and having clients sitting in semi-darkness with wet hair waiting for the power to come back on and at home boiling a kettle on the open fire to get hot water”  1974 Perth, Scotland resident.











