
Since 1980  the income gap between people living in the Least Developed Countries (LLEDCs) and people living in MEDCs has widened .  In 1980 the ratio of average income in LLEDCs compared to MEDCs was 1:87.  In 2003 it is 1:98.





Approximately 40% of the population of LLEDCs live on less than $1.25 a day.  Tanzania is the country with the greatest proportion  of poor people with 88.5% of its population living on less than $1.25 a day, and 96.6 living on less than $2 a day.





LLEDCs are the poorest countries in the world where the average GNP per capita is under $900 a year.  614 million people live in LLEDCs, and life expectancy is 13 years less in these countries than in LEDCs, and 25 years less than in MEDCs.





Child death rates are exceptionally high in LLEDCs such as Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique where 20% of children die before the age of five.  That’s an infant mortality rate of 200/1000 children born.  In the UK infant mortality stands at  5.45/1000 born.





25% of the world’s population live in extreme poverty, and each day 35 000 children die from preventable disease such as diarrhoea, flu, whooping cough and malnutrition.





The IMF and World Bank have encouraged many poorer countries to cut spending on public services such as health and education.  People are also encouraged to grow cash crops as a way of earning foreign exchange for the country through exports.  





For every $1 given as aid to LEDCs and LLEDCs by people in MEDCs each year, $9 is paid back on average in debt repayments.    In Tanzania, for example, the debt owed by the country is such that every Tanzanian owes $180 to creditors in MEDCs. In fact the total debt adds up to 700% of the government’s earnings for one year.





Many LEDCs and LLEDCs rely on primary commodities for their exports earnings.  Coffee is one example.  However, coffee farmers on average earn $0.24 for every pound of coffee they produce and sell.  Notably, consumers in MEDCs such as the UK and USA pay an average of $3.60 for one pound of coffee.





Countries such as South Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Singapore have seen a rapid rate of economic growth since the 1960s.  GNP is these countries has risen by 300% in some cases, with an annual economic growth rate in the 1970s and 1980s of 6-8%.





African governments pay $15 billion dollars each year in debt repayments to creditors in rich countries.  $10 billion could fund a health programme to deal with the current HIV/AIDs crisis in the whole continent, and set up schemes to educate people to prevent it spreading further.





Across the globe 3 million children die from curable diseases each year.  At the same time 1.2 million people all over the world survive on less than $1 a day.  In fact 1 woman every minute dies because of inadequate health care during pregnancy and birth.





Since 1970 the wealthiest 20% of the world’s population have seen their share of world income rise from 70% to 85%.








